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In this work a key to the worker caste of more than 280 ant species (Hym. Formicidae) of Europe
without Spain is provided. It has been worked out by the means of new collections by the authors
(1983—85) and out of material from the KUTTER and the ForeL collections at Egg and Geneva respec-
tively. A synonymic list and notes on the distribution of these species are presented in the first part
(AcosTi & CoLLINGWOOD 1987).

INTRODUCTION -

The material has been collected during the years 1983 —85 towards a fauna of the
Balkans. To encourage collectors and facilitate recording, a synonymic list
(Acostt & CoLLINGWOOD 1987) and keys to the worker caste have been pre-
pared. Both list and keys are of provisional nature as some of the earlier records
are doubtful and in many cases correct synonymy has not been established and
must await further revisionary studies. Only keys to the worker caste are possible
at that time, since males and females are still unknown for many of the species
groups apart from Myrmica, Lasius and Formica. Both list and keys include
species known to exist on the Balkans or expected to be there. Additionally the
European species (without the Iberian) have been included in order to provide
keys to a larger part of Europe, for the first time. Out of 319 taxa listed in the first
part, a few have been omitted from the keys where specimens have not been
available for examination and original descriptions have been inadequate to dis-
tinguish them clearly. The key to Epimyrma spp. has been prepared by BUSCHIN-
GER. To save space, and because of its provisional nature, illustrations are present-
ed for those genera and species groups, which are neither available in KUTTER
(1977) nor in CoLLINGWOOD (1979). Otherwise we refer to COLLINGWOOD and
Kurter; C (No. of figure) and K respectively. Additional keys for parts of
Europe, based on modern taxonomy are those of ARNOLDI & DLUSSKY(1978; Eu-
ropean part of the USSR), BERNARD (1968; France), BoLTON & COLLINGWOOD
(1975, Britain), BoveN (1986; Benelux), CoLLINGWOOD (1978; Iberian Peninsu-
la), CoLLINGwWOOD (1979; Fennoscandia and Denmark) and Kurtter (1977;
Switzerland). A catalogue for the Italian species is provided by BARONI URBANI
(1971). It is hoped that collectors will point out defects in the keys and provide ad-
ditional records so that a fuller and more accurate text can be prepared in due
course.
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